
December ,~, 2004

ChainT1lJn MJchae~ Powell
Federal ComMunications Commission
445 12th Street, SW.
Washington, {)C 20554

RE: we Dock.t No. 03·133

Dear ChslrmEln Powell;

At 8 limliJ whtn our service men and women are being asked to extend their tours
of duty aWlY from flmUy and lov&d ones, we ought to reward their ,••olve. not
furthl)r strain their connections to home. Needles, to aiy. I am dismayed to learn
that th9 FCC is considerlng raising the cost for our troop. to call home ullng the
pre·pald calling esrds that virtueUy i111 of them use. The Commlaslcn must not
take any aetlon that would mlilke it more expensive to UM pre.plld ceiling cards.

The carda heve proven to be iii valuable assat not just to 1hoae servIng abroad
al$o to the mlln Bnd women stationed on bases around the country. Our troopi
ars able to caM friends and family tor juet pennlee Q mlnuta and now would be a
terrible time for the FCC to Impose new charge, on calling cards that would
increase prlces by IS much ae 20%.

BelillV8 me tl'liIt B 20% Increase in the cest of pre-pard calling card servIce will
eend 8 clsllr men8ge to our troops that bureaucrats In Washington are making
policies withl)ut any concern for the Impact on soldiers on the ground. Even the
'lightest increase In the price ofkeeping in touch will unneclil&llarlly pllce an
even greatel strain on the! alreedy fragIle morale of our troops.

Pit.... do the right thing and keep the ce.t of p,"peid call. low. Our troopo and
their tamllJee. deserve no less.

Slnr.erely,~

/-f4~
Brion Fletcher, CSC .'-
lieutenont COlonal, USMC, Reli"'d
5735 Broadl11ocr Blul!t Driva
Colorado Springo, CO 80920

cc: Commissioner Michael Copps
Comrnlsaioner Kathleen Abernathy
Com''Mlssioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jon6lthan Adelstein


